To: Cary News

From: Debbie Hopson

Date: 01/06/2012
Re: RCMS Geographic Bee

Dylan Stanford, a sixth grader at Reedy Creek Middle School, has won the school-level competition of the National Geographic Bee on January 6, 2012. Nine students, who had won class and team level bees, participated in the school level bee. Julia Byrne, a sixth grader came in second place, and Noah Bagherpour, an eighth grader, came in third place. The school-level Bee, at which students answered oral questions on geography, was the first round in the 24th annual National Geographic Bee. This year’s Bee is sponsored by Google.
The kickoff for this year’s Bee was the week of November 14th, with thousands of schools around the United States and in the five US territories participating. The school winners, including Dylan, will take a written test to qualify to compete in the State Bees, which will be held on March 30, 2012. Reedy Creek Middle School has been very successful with qualifying and participating in the State Bee.
The National Geographic Society will provide an all-expense paid trip to Washington, DC for state champions and their teacher-escorts to participate in the National Geographic Bee National Championship on May 22-24, 2012. The first-place national winner will receive a $25,000 college scholarship, a lifetime membership in the Society, and a trip to the Galapagos Islands, courtesy of Lindblad Expeditions and National Geographic.  Alex Trebek, host of “Jeopardy!” will moderate the national finals on May 24, 2012. The program will air on television. Check local listings for the dates and times.
The National Geographic Society developed the National Geographic Bee in response to a growing concern about the lack of geographic knowledge among young people in the United States.

Students who participated in the RCMS Geographic Bee were:


6th grade:
Julia Byrne, Naomi Easter, Dylan Stanford

7th grade:
Spencer Haroldson, Yasen Khelifa, Grace Vojnovich

8th grade:
Noah Bagherpour, Alex DeVol, Rockford Reck
